Chapter Exercises
by Jeffrey L. Popyack, Drexel University
Upsilon Pi Epsilon

Greetings!
Upsilon Pi Epsilon (UPE) has experienced an exciting upsurge in new chapters, which leads us to examine historical growth and wonder what awaits on the horizon. In the meantime, an impressive slate of student leaders has been announced as winners of the UPE/ACM Student Chapter Scholarship Awards.
About Upsilon Pi Epsilon:
Upsilon Pi Epsilon is an honor society whose mission is to recognize academic excellence at both the undergraduate and graduate levels in the Computing and Information Disciplines. Founded in 1967 at Texas A&M University, it enters its second half-century with more than 290 chapters at colleges and universities in 48 US states, The District of Columbia, and abroad. UPE provides annual scholarships and awards to student members of UPE, ACM, and IEEE-CS, and is a founding sponsor of the International Collegiate Programming Contest. UPE also provides support for the Consortium for Computing Sciences in Colleges (CCSC), which is distributed through its regions for student participation and awards for posters, programming contests, and other activities such as paper sessions and career fairs. If you do not have a UPE chapter at your college or university, it's not too late to join the party. The UPE website [2] contains a wealth of information that will be helpful to you, including an e-book produced by the DePaul chapter in 2017 in commemoration of UPE's 50th anniversary [1] . Any of UPE's Executive Council members will be glad to assist you in getting a chapter started.
Speaking of New Chapters:
Throughout its 50-year history, UPE has added new chapters at a somewhat predictable pace. The two major surges occurred in the periods 1985-1995, as computer science programs began thriving and UPE became better known; and in then the early part of the millennium, particularly following the broadening of guidelines for chapter membership in 2002. (See Figure  1 .) It's natural for UPE memberships to lag college enrollments by a few years, as students need some time to establish their credentials, and these numbers are borne out in new member registrations. Perhaps it follows that new chapters also seem more likely to form as the number of students in the junior and senior levels rise. Thus, the surge in new chapters from 2000-2005 occurred even as enrollments had begun their steady decline, but students from the peak enrollment years were progressing toward graduation. 
UPE/ACM Student Chapter Scholarship Awards
The UPE/ACM Student Chapter Scholarship Awards, established in collaboration with the ACM, are offered annually "to encourage academic excellence for students in the computing and information disciplines" and "to raise the importance of academic achievement and professional commitment to ACM student members who are about to enter the computing profession." [3] Congratulations to the following exemplary students, who received awards of $1000 each.
RECIPIENTS:
Sajant Anand (Wake Forest University) Sajant has been deeply involved in computing initiatives in his ACM chapter, department, and campus. As president, he organized Wake Forest's first hackathon and is a founding member of a university-wide Technology Innovation Program.
Rebeccah Knoop
(Bowling Green State University) Rebeccah has served as president of both her ACM and ACM-W chapters. She was instrumental in the Google igniteCS grant that funded CODE4her, a program which enlists CS students as mentors for middle school girls learning to program Lego robots.
Chin Hong Kenneth Lee
(Brigham Young University-Hawaii) Kenneth has been a standout member of the BYU-H programming team throughout his undergraduate career and has also proven to be a productive researcher.
Nicholas Weintraut
(Rowan University) Nicholas has held several offices in Rowan's ACM and UPE chapters, including ACM president. He worked tirelessly to improve student participation in chapter activities, which was accomplished largely through teams self-studying game programming, art, animation and more.
It is heartwarming and reassuring, in this age of a million distractions, to be reminded that there are still students who dedicate their time and energy to making a difference in their schools, communities, and the world. To these student leaders, and those who have help form and run their new student chapters, a hearty and grateful salute.
AND, FINALLY…
As you bid au revoir to your UPE chapter's graduating seniors, take note of any that are headed for graduate study at an institution that does not yet have a chapter. There's an opportunity in waiting! And, remind them that they are already lifetime members, so they won't have to re-join. 
